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NPDES PERMITTED POINT SOURCES AND MINES 
 
The NPDES Permit Program 
 

The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) was created in 1972 by the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act Amendments (the Clean Water Act).  The NPDES program first focused 

on improving water quality by regulating point sources, specifically industrial process wastewater and 

municipal sewage discharges. Each facility discharging to U.S. waters is required to obtain a discharge 

permit with specific numerical limits on the discharge of certain pollutants. 

The NPDES program is a federal program with the state of Georgia as the permitting authority for point 

source discharges into U.S. waters in Georgia.  NPDES permits include specific numerical limits on 

pollutants in the effluent discharged into Lake Lanier.  The intent of the numeric limits is to prevent the 

permitted effluent from violating the Georgia water quality standards.   

A list of NPDES permitted point sources is provided in Table H-1. 

Mines 

The Clean Lakes Study reports that during the 19th and early 20th centuries gold was mined 

extensively in the Lake Lanier watershed, mainly in what is known as the Dahlonega Gold Belt and the 

Hall County Gold Belt.  The mines—former, current, or future—all present some opportunity for storm 

water to contact mine tailings and spoil material that can then be washed into Lake Lanier. 

Table H-2 lists former, current, and possible future mines. 
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